
Psalm 138 – Week of March 20 
 

Memory Verse: Psalm 138:8 
The LORD will fulfill his purpose for me; your steadfast love, O LORD, endures forever. Do not 
forsake the work of your hands.  
 
 

When you think of worshiping God, what comes to mind?  Is it a corporate gathering on Sunday 
morning? Singing hymns? Dancing? Praying? In Psalm 138, we learn that part of worshiping God 
is expressing thanks to God. In our passage this week, David worships God by giving thanks to 
God for who God is, what God has done and what God will do.  
 
The psalm begins with a passionate and bold exclamation of thanks (vs1). The Hebrew word for 
“thanks” can also be translated “praise” or “proclaim” or “confess.” This is more than a 
sentimental feeling or an internal sense of gratitude, this is a proclamation, a declaration of 
genuine gratitude.  David thanks God with his whole heart – with all that he is, with every part 
of his being.  It is an undivided praise. And, David’s worship is public.  He writes, “before the 
gods I sing your praise.” The word for “gods” can also be translated as angels, or judges, or 
princes or kings. Perhaps, it is fitting to insert all those words in verse 1. David’s worship will not 
be conditioned or influenced or toned down by the audience.  God is worthy of receiving thanks 
and being worshiped in the presence of all other beings real or imagined.  
 
What is it that leads to such an eruption of praise and worship in David? He thinks on who God 
is. In verse 2, he says, “I bow down toward your holy temple and give thanks to your name for 
your steadfast love and your faithfulness.” David’s mind is focused on the very character of 
God, specifically his steadfast love and faithfulness. As he meditates on the nature of God, 
David can’t help but praise God.    
 
Steadfast love and faithfulness describe God’s enduring love for his people. The word 
“steadfast love” comes from the Hebrew word hesed.  The meaning of hesed is difficult to 
portray with one English word.  Hesed can refer to steadfast love, lovingkindness, love, 
kindness, mercy, loyalty, favor, devotion, goodness.  More than any other word, hesed, 
describes God’s relationship with his people.  As David thinks on the nature of God, he erupts 
into worship. His heart is full of thanksgiving. No matter our circumstances we can think on the 
nature and person of God, and we will find infinite motivation and reason to worship God.  
 
 
Not only does David worship God because of who God is, he also gives thanks to God because 
of what God has done. In verse 3, David remembers a specific time when he was in distress, a 
day of trouble, a day of suffering. He called out to God for help, and God answered his prayer.  
When was the last time you reflected on all that God has done for you?  When was the last 
time you stopped to give thanks to God for answered prayer?  When David thinks of all God has 
done for him in the past, he can’t help but worship God.  



As the psalm concludes David looks to the future.  He thinks on what God has promised to do.  
In verses 4-5, David acknowledges that the works of God are so great that one day all the Kings 
of the earth will give him praise. Martin Luther notes that these verses are a prophesy that even 
kings and nations will hear the gospel of Jesus Christ. They will hear the words of the Lord, and 
the result is that even those of high position who believe the good news will give thanks to God. 
Even the lofty will bow before the eternal King.   
 
Even though God is majestic, lofty and transcendent, David knows that he still regards the lowly 
(vs6). This gives David confidence that God will continue to provide constant care and preserve 
him through all trouble. In verse 7, David acknowledges that times of trouble may come again.  
He says in verse 8, “The LORD will fulfill his purpose for me.”  As God had begun to care for 
David, God would finish the job.  How did David know?  Just as the steadfast love and 
faithfulness of God led to thanks at the beginning of the psalm, David concludes with the same 
thought. As God had shown lovingkindness to David in the past (vs3) and was doing so in the 
present (vs1), he would continue to do so in the future and for eternity (vs8). The same God 
who answered David when he called (vs3) is the same God who would never forsake the work 
of his hands (vs8).  David’s absolute assurance in the unchanging character and person of God 
gave him reason to worship God even in the face of a troubling, uncertain future.  
 
No matter what trials you are facing now or troubles you will encounter in the future, you can 
continue to worship God.  Why?  Because God has promised that he will fulfill his purpose for 
you (vs8). As Paul says in Philippians 1.6, “I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in 
you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.” God started the work, and he will 
finish it. He did not answer you on the day you called to abandon you now. This is what we call 
the perseverance of the saints; He will fulfill his saving purpose in your life.  God will not forsake 
the work of his hands 
  
The only way to face an unknown future with a heart full of worship is to place our confidence 
in the eternal, unchanging God - the one whose steadfast love endures forever. You may be 
walking in the thick of danger right now. But, remember that no even danger, trouble, hardship 
or sorrow can squelch thanksgiving and worship coming from the heart of a person whose 
complete and absolute confidence is in the God full of steadfast love and faithfulness.  
 
Like David, we can praise and worship God with our whole hearts as we consider who God is, 
remember what he has done and trust that he will do all he has promised.  
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